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It took a huge effort to get a BARC race meeting on television |

by in: James
racing editor

unday’sclubrace
meeting atMallory
Parklooked fromthe
outsidelikea
perfectlynormal
event. Seven categorieslined
upfor abrace of ten-minute
' . raceseachbuttherewasa.
- hugedifference=last weekend,
theaction wasbroadcastlive
across Europe tomillions of -
potential viewers. >
TheMotorsTV Live Race
. Meeting wasafirstfornational
‘racing, withaday’saction
: %mﬁamvﬁm%moucuomm&mﬁ
.. Itwasthebrainchildof E.oEoﬁmw.
Magnus Lairdwhohad taken eight

the-waterevent, Withastrong
positivereactiontoagreatday’s -
clubsportitissomethingthat
Lairdiskeentorepeatonseveral
,occasionsnextseason. ,
New satellite-based technology
fromproduction company o
mu.u&mwmnmu».oponﬁmm&oﬁog
.producedlivefromthecircuitata
fraction of the costof atraditional
- broadcastand Laird capitalised on.




Eight cameras plus onboard
footagefromacarineach category
was supplemented by commentary
from David Addisonand veteran
racer Barry Lee(and occasionally
MN’s Matt James) as wellas

postraceinterviewsbypresenter -

DianaBinks.

Thirty staff from Hayfisherput
thebroadcasttogether whilea
furthersix commentators were
overlaying words in their own
languagetoviewersacrossthe
continent including Portugal
and Germany.

Abigscreenwasalsoerectedat
the venuetoallow tracksidefansto
seewhatwasbeingbroadcast.
Entryfeesacrossthemeeting were
raised by almost £100to cover the
extracostsinvolvedbutthe
competitors Hmmnﬂmnﬂmwﬁ._ﬁo
theplan. 7

“It’'sbeen pretty nerve
wracking,” says Laird. “Butitis
something that’sbeendone with
rallycross and wehada ‘Eureka’
momentand realised we could
transfer ittonationalracing. We
realised that if we could package
upshort, sharpraces withbiggrids
and getgood racing then we would
have somethingpeople wanted to
watch. By adding somethingextra
towhatwould already have beena

live across Europe on TV

strong club meeting, wehad hoped
thatitwould be something that
willappeal toracerstoo.”
Andsotheideaof the Mallory
meeting wasborn. Initial plans
included an autotesttoentertain
the crowds betweenraces where
eachrace winnerwouldpit
himself againstthe winners of the
otherracesbutspace constraints
inthebulging

meetingtofire throughits
ambitious 14-race timetable, which
wassqueezed intofourand ahalf
hoursonSunday afternoon.
“Weup-scaledeverything that
wewouldnormally haveata
nationalracemeeting,” explains
Watson. “For example, we would
usually havehad tworescue
trucks but wehad three, and we
hadmore

(19 -

| paddockruled marshalsthanwe
thatout. Eﬂ ”-—.-.-nn would normally
thattheideahad to show With therace
beenthrough - directorin
erlontuions. GlUD FACING oo

| “Wepicked = 99 director; theon-
championships Nn -ﬂu Enmﬂ trackprogramme
that wethought P was tailored to the
woudprovicevic. [RIGCHARA Hay ocairoutput bur
gridsand close therewereafew

| action, butthatmeantwehadafull | touchesthatthe BARCwereable
paddock,” he says. toimplementalong the way. With
Theeventran withoutahitch, only afewminutes turnaround
butthe planninghadn’tonly been between each event, the BARC
confined tothe TV firms. Ian griddedthe carsup inorderinthe
Watson, businessdirector of the assembly area before they took to

‘| British AutomobileRacing Club, the track and started eachrace

| wasresponsibleforthe with arollingstart, which
infrastructuretoenablethe dispensed with formationlapsand

the normal countdown procedure.
With only onerelativelylengthy
rescuetoundertake in the opening
race of theafternoon, itmeant
thatthe timetable ranassmoothly
aspossible. “It's certainly not

- impossibleto get through the

races quickly,” adds Watson.
“Look atthingslike the British
RacingDrivers' Club’sRacing
Ahead meetingsthattookplacein
the 1990s. A quick turnaroundhas
been donebefore, wejusthadto
haveeverythingin place tomakeit
happen. There are thingsthata
club could usefrom ameetinglike
thisand putinto anormaleventto
speedthemup.”

Everythinghadbeen
meticulously planned butanactof
Godnearly threw the whole day
off track before the competitors
hadevenarrived. A power failure
across the entire Kirkby Mallory
areameantthattherewasalast
minute scramble toget the
programme toair.

The power problems alsoleft the
timekeepers without workable
equipmentfor the eaxly partof the
morning, whichmeant there was
the suggestionthatsomeof the

OnBBC One, Jake Himphrey
and David Coulthard were
stood on a yachtin Monte
Carlo harbouy; discussing
Michael Schumacher’s latest
controversial manoeuvre.
Over on MotorsTV, David
Addison and Barry Lee were
debating how many-or, tobe
precise, howfew-horsepower
aCitroén2CVhas.

That was the first thing you

View from the armchair: no glamour, but some iruly greal racing

noticed about the MotorsTV
Raceday: the lack of glamour.
This was a proper Mallory
clubbie, with small crowds and
drivers who mostly looked
bemused whena TV camera
and microphone was pointed
atthem post-race.

Thankfully, the second thing
younoticed was the quality
racing. Ten-minuteraces kept
‘the action tight, and quality

filming - with a surprisingly
high number of on-boards—
really captured the drama.
Thelengthof theraces
meant theynever had achance
to become dull, and the short
breaks between them meant
the action skipped along when
watching from the armchair.
There arefar worse thingsto
watch ona Sunday afternoon.
James Attwood

gridsforthenon-championships
would bedecided by thecurrent
points standings.

However, anemergency callback
toHayfisher’sbase in Worcester
meantthatenough generatorsto
allow thebroadcasttotakeplace—
and to supply timekeepers TSL
—wererigged upatthelastminute.

Producer Richard Hay was
delighted notonly thatthe
broadcastgotoff the ground amid
such problems but with the
quality of theentertainment. .

Tworacefinishes were
determined by just thousandths of
asecondand theactionwas
non-stop throughouttheday Hay
says: “The cluband thecircuit
worked hard tomake ithappen,
andtheracersdeliveredavast.
amountof action. Therecan't
havebeenany viewer who
watched the broadcast whowasn't
enthused by some greatracingand
racingthat’sbetter thanthat
delivered by someof themore
prestigious categories.

“What we were abletodowasto
show clubracingatits verybest.
and thatis what we got, and that’s
gottobegoodforeverybody” M

'DRIVER REACTION

Thistime it wasmy

Bod Birley

Winner

Dunlop Motorsport NewsSaloons

“There was afantastic atmosphere
throughout the day, andthe action
on the circuit was amazing too. It

- addsacertain buzz to the meeting to
know that the picturesare being
shown live—andit's gotto be better
than some of the rubbish that's on
the box. Thisis proper reality TV!

David 0'Keelfe

Winner

2CVUparts.com N_Eu
“Everybody wants entryfees tobe

lower, butwhat we've had hereisa .

fantastic showcase. |t has certainly
been a hit with the viewers if you
countthe amountof calls and text
messages | have had on my phone
since lwon the races. It's the sort of
thing national racing needs.

Keith White
Winner
Quaife Intermarque League
“Ihave really enjoyedit. lamsure
there are people out there who have
watched the racing who now realise
thatyou don't have
tospendafortuneto
getoutthereand
" have some realfun.
My brother Colin
racesinthe
GinettaG50
championship so
he'son TV every
otherweekend.

tumn:lhopehewas |
watching...”

Keith White:
as seen on TV |

=y



